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WOMEN LAWYERS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA HONOURS DINNER 2014 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: This evening I rise to pay tribute to women in the legal 
profession in Western Australia. I report to the house that in the continuation of, as I said in a contribution in the 
previous sitting week, International Women’s Day now becoming international women’s week, it has now 
become international women’s fortnight, almost, because I rounded out my contribution to International 
Women’s Day last Friday evening by representing the Minister for Women’s Interests at the Women Lawyers of 
Western Australia Honours Dinner 2014, held at the University of Western Australia Club. 

There was a veritable who’s who of the legal profession in Western Australia at that evening, including the Chief 
Justice, His Honour Wayne Martin, several of the judiciary from both the Supreme and District Courts of 
Western Australia, many senior counsel and other people from the legal profession. I particularly thank Her 
Honour Justice Janine Pritchard and the Director of Public Prosecutions, Joe McGrath, for hosting me at their 
table and ensuring that I was made to feel most welcome amongst such a distinguished group of women. Quite a 
few men were present and it was lovely to see a very mixed group in the room. The formalities of the evening 
were jointly overseen by Cathryn Greville, the president of Women Lawyers of Western Australia, and the vice-
president, Anne Wood. During the evening, women from the legal profession were honoured in a number of 
ways. For instance, women from the profession were singled out for particular honours. This year, those singled 
out were Her Honour Shauna Deane, QC, who recently retired from the bench in Western Australia after a 
number of years’ contribution to the profession; the recently appointed State Coroner, Ros Fogliani; and recently 
appointed coroner, Sarah Linton. Honours were also paid to the three women of the five silk appointments made 
in this state at the end of last year. I understand, from people telling me that evening, that compared with any of 
the other states around Australia, Western Australia had the highest proportion of women who were made silks. 
That was really great to see. The women made senior counsel were Katrina Banks-Smith, Karen Farley and 
Linda Petrusa. Women Lawyers of WA also handed out a couple of awards at the function, including the 
Aboriginal Women’s Legal Education Trust scholarship award, which gives an award to a woman from the 
Aboriginal community who is undertaking legal studies. This year the recipient of that award was Ashleigh 
Lindsay, who is studying law, and doing a remarkable job on all accounts. The other award handed out was the 
Heenan-Payne Prize, which has been around since the early 1990s and was established to encourage women in 
the profession to study feminist legal issues. This year the prize was awarded to Emily O’Keefe from the 
University of Western Australia for her essay on section 65 of the uniform evidence acts. I am not familiar with 
that particular section, but our Attorney General no doubt is. My congratulations go to her on receiving that 
award. We then moved to the woman lawyer of the year awards and there were several categories, which I will 
just run through. The Woman Lawyer of the Year award went to Melanie Cave and the Senior Woman Lawyer 
of the Year was awarded to Adjunct Associate Professor Judith Fordham. The Junior Woman Lawyer of the 
Year was Emma Cavanagh, who was very enthusiastic about receiving her award and obviously has a bright 
future in front of her in the legal profession. An inaugural award this year, which I think will be of note to those 
members who represent rural and regional Western Australia, was the Rural, Regional and Remote Woman 
Lawyer of the Year, which went to Carmel McKenzie of Kalgoorlie. She is a most worthy recipient of that 
inaugural award. 

It is really good to see that women are contributing to law in a number of areas and not just in the metropolitan 
area, and also that they are being recognised for the work that they are doing. It was a delightful evening. I want 
to thank all those involved in the organisation of it and to put on the record the fabulous job they are doing in a 
profession that, as we know, has not historically been that wonderful for women to be involved in. As a former 
paralegal, I know that it can be difficult sometimes to be a woman in that profession and to bring up a family. 
Functions like this and the way in which it was supported by men from the profession go a long way towards 
addressing some of the inequities that women have suffered over the years. One woman I have spoken about 
recently was inducted into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame on the night. Several women paid tribute to Elizabeth 
Heenan and the way in which she has mentored other women in the profession. It is great to see women like her 
being recognised in what is not always an easy profession for women. Congratulations to all those involved in 
the organisation of the event. I was delighted to be there. It was a fun and informative evening. I want to see 
women in that profession going from strength to strength. 
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